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As part of the Native Vegetation and Habitat Creation Project an East Gippsland Water grant 

requirement we developed this resource list to encourage others to plant along the river. 
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A lot more information is available and a list at the end of this guide may help you. Good luck 

with your projects. 

PLANNING 

Planting Times 

Plant ideally autumn through to the end of spring. 

The time to plant natives depends on your climate and the type of plant. 

Autumn is generally the best time, as it gives the plant time to establish itself before the next 

summer. In areas subject to frosts or cold below 2° C it is best to plant in spring after the cold 

has abated. 

If unsure consult locals, your local native nursery, or look to when native plant sales are on in 

your area as this is a good indication of the best time to plant. 

 

Precautions against Frost Damage 

Frost can damage or kill many plants so minimizing frost damage is a consideration for every 

garden. Mulch and guards can help. 

Local knowledge is important in planning for frost because features of the landscape such as 

valleys and hills can channel or divert cold air as it flows downhill, creating microclimates which 

are significantly more or less frost-prone than the surrounding region. 

 

Things to consider are: 

Location of site- geography (is it prone to flooding, erosion and so on), ownership, rules and 

regulations 

Vegetation purpose and species 

Budget 

Where plants come from- grow own or purchase, seed or plant stock (order well ahead) 

Weed and pest control- fencing, guards, spray, slashing 

Labour and materials 

Water availability 
SITE PREPARATION 

Consider the above. 

A well prepared site makes all the difference.  

Use native potting mix in holes when planting and wetting agent (recommended by Riviera 

Nursery) 

MAINTENANCE 

Weeds 

What we have found so far: 

Trial 1- November 2019 planting at Police Station corner –pre sprayed periwinkle and grasses 

and covered with weed mat near police station end. Mulch not used due to fire concerns but has 

been laid in May 2020. 
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Outcome- grasses grew underneath if weed matt was not flat on the ground or soil was exposed 

but plants grew as long as watered irregularly as required and hand weeded around plants 2-3 

times a year. Need that commitment. 

Recommendations- use mulch and rocks on top of weed mat to keep mat flat, hand weed and 

water essential. Slope planting difficult to mulch over and to plant and weed so take this into 

consideration when choosing a site. Plan to spray then whipper snip and hand mow in autumn 

and again in spring. Hand water in summer as required. 

 

Trial 2- June 2020 planting rainforest theme-dug out periwinkle and grasses and covered with 

weed mat and mulch then planted out. Growing well. 

 

Trial 3- June 2020 planted- echo dye and basketry resource theme- dug out periwinkle and 

grasses and cover with weed mat and mulch then plant out. May 2020. Growing well. 

 

Trial 4-planting native grasses along the river in recently smoothed out area. 

 

Whipper snipping around growing plants not in garden beds helps them as less competition for 

water and mulching retains water, pest control and watering when necessary is important. 

 

Become knowledgeable about what are weeds and encourage natives to outcompete the weeds. 

 

Plants 

Ground covers grew well and some shrubs better than others. Ongoing. 

 

Pruning 

In natural conditions plants are constantly subject to pruning – animals eat the foliage and break 

branches as they trample through the bush. Unless the damage is severe the plants survive these 

set-backs and vigorous, healthy new growth follows. 

 

Plant Propagation 

The average home gardener using simple tools and methods can have a lot of fun propagating 

plants. It also is good for the budget. Plants that we have propagated so far include: 

Yellow Buttons- snap off stems and plant in native potting mix 

Native ground covers- snap off stems and plant in native potting mix 
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RESOURCES  

    PLANT NURSERIES 

Riviera Garden Supplies 
57 Paynesville Rd, Paynesville VIC 3880 
Phone: 5156 7466 
 
Wildseed Nursery 
http://www.wildseednursery.com.au/ (you need to email/message to pre-arrange a time to 
visit and browse). 
Email: wildseed.office@gmail.com 
345 Stephenson Road, Nicholson, VIC, 3882 
Mobile: 0419 099 925  
 
Wildtech Nursery 
http://www.wildtechnursery.com.au/ 
Email: enquiries@wildtechnursery.com.au 
Address: PO Box 170, Heyfield, VIC, 3858 
Phone: 0428 480 317 
   
Native Plants for sale from grower 
Email: westernflora@bigpond.com 
13 Cameron Crescent, East Bairnsdale 
Phone: Brian 0429 040 525 
 
Gippsland Seedlings Company 
gippseed@wideband.net.au 
114 Racecourse Lane, Lindenow 3865 
 
Goodmans Seed, Farm and Garden Centre 
592 Princes Hwy, Bairnsdale, 3875  
Phone: 5152 4024. 
Weedmatt, stakes, tree guards, grass seed 
 
Vic Alps Nursery 
https://alpinenursery.com.au/ 
5338 Great Alpine Rd, Bright VIC 3741 
Phone: 0408 151 130 
 
Native Seeds Pty Ltd 
PO Box 265, Red Hill, 3937 
Native grasses 

http://www.wildseednursery.com.au/
mailto:wildseed.office@gmail.com
http://www.wildtechnursery.com.au/
mailto:westernflora@bigpond.com
mailto:gippseed@wideband.net.au
https://alpinenursery.com.au/
https://www.google.com/search?q=victorian+alps+nursery+bright+phone&ludocid=12536952137451970718&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwihs_zRlOrqAhUYOSsKHUrnB7cQ6BMwGXoECBUQBQ
https://www.google.com/search?source=hp&ei=UxEdX5KUCdivyAO144HwDQ&q=vic+alps+nursery&oq=Vic+Alps&gs_lcp=CgZwc3ktYWIQARgIMgUILhCTAjICCAAyAggAMgIIADICCCYyAggmMgIIJjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjoOCC4QsQMQxwEQowIQkwI6CAgAELEDEIMBOggILhCxAxCDAToCCC46CwguELEDEMcBEKMCOggILhDHARCjAjoFCAAQsQM6BQguELEDOggILhDHARCvAVDBHFjIKWC-T2gBcAB4AIAB3QKIAbARkgEFMi02LjKYAQCgAQGqAQdnd3Mtd2l6sAEA&sclient=psy-ab
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OTHER GREAT RESOURCES 
 
Locals!! 
 
Australian National Botanic Gardens Centre for Australian National Biodiversity Research 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/ 
http://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/ info on growing native plants 
 
Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria BOTANIC GARDENS VICTORIA 
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/home 
 
Australian Native Plants Society (Australia) 
http://www.anpsa.org.au/                                                                                                                                               
If you are interested in the cultivation, propagation, conservation and appreciation of 
Australia's native flora. 
 
Atlas of Living Australia https://www.ala.org.au/ 

 
East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority – www.egcma.com.au 
Plant Guide Tambo River- can download as a great resource 
 

East Gippsland Shire Council website 
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Native_Vegetation/Reve
getation 
  
Landcare 
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/ 
 

Revegetation Species Guide  
 

East Gippsland (Bairnsdale) branch of Australian Plants Society (Victoria) 

https://apsvic.org.au/anps-east-gippsland/ 
P.O.Box 1036, “Noweyung”, 84 Goold St, Bairnsdale 3875  

East Gippsland Revegetation Ute Guide- East Gippsland Landcare Network 

Sustainable Gardening in East Gippsland and Wellington 
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/documents/132sustainablegardeningi
ngippslandbooklet.pdf 
Great info. including weeds that have escaped into surrounding bushlands to ID and what to 
plant instead (a weed is a plant that establishes itself outside its normal environment and 

http://www.anbg.gov.au/
http://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/
https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/home
http://www.anpsa.org.au/
https://www.ala.org.au/
http://www.egcma.com.au/
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Native_Vegetation/Revegetation
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Native_Vegetation/Revegetation
https://www.landcarevic.org.au/
https://apsvic.org.au/anps-east-gippsland/
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/documents/132sustainablegardeningingippslandbooklet.pdf
http://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/files/assets/public/documents/132sustainablegardeningingippslandbooklet.pdf
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thrives. A weed can either be introduced from overseas, or a native plant that is growing in the 
wrong place and flourishing). 
 

http://www.habitatsteppingstones.org.au/ 
Creating habitat stepping stone 
 
Indigenous Flora and Fauna Association 
http://www.iffa.org.au/ 
 
The Field Naturalists Club of Victoria 
http://www.fncv.org.au/ 
 
Waterwatch Victoria 
http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/Create your own habitat stepping stone 
 
Parks Victoria 
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/ 
 

DELWP- Victorian Biodiversity Atlas- core input to the majority of the governments processes and 
programs that impact native species. You can use the atlas to search and map species from across 
the state, check for threatened species in your area. Adding your records to the VBA is your main 
way to influence a range of government investment, regulation and management decisions. 
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/victorian-biodiversity-atlas 
 
Weeds  
Weeds Australia 
https://weeds.org.au/ 
Designed to connect you with knowledge to make informed decisions about managing invasive 
weeds Australia. 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council 
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Weeds_in_East_Gippslan
d 
 
Agiculture Victoria 
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/invasive-plant-classifications 
 
Centre for Invasive Species Solutions 
https://invasives.com.au/ 
 
 

http://www.habitatsteppingstones.org.au/
http://www.iffa.org.au/
http://www.fncv.org.au/
http://www.vic.waterwatch.org.au/
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/victorian-biodiversity-atlas
https://weeds.org.au/
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Weeds_in_East_Gippsland
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/Community/Our_Environment/Weeds_in_East_Gippsland
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/weeds/invasive-plant-classifications
https://invasives.com.au/
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WALK HISTORY AND PARTNERS 

We acknowledge the Gunaikurnai Nation as the traditional custodians of the 

land  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope this guide encourages others to help improve our river environment. 
It will be updated as we learn. 

 
Contact Anne Richardson anne@riverleablue.com or M 0408 523 498 

Available as a link on Great Alpine Gallery website- Poets Walk 

www.greatalpinegallery.com 

mailto:anne@riverleablue.com

